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Save the Dates 
 

Hot Cocoa – 1/3 & 1/17 & 1/31 @10am in 
the TV Room 

 
Resident Council – 1/8 @2:15pm in the TV 

Room 
 

Apple Cider – 1/10 & 1/24 @10am in the TV 
Room 

 
Love on a Leash – 1/13 & 1/27 @10:45am 

Room to Room 
 

Stress Ball Craft – 1/15 @2:30pm in the 
Activity Room 

 
Wonderland Party Hat Craft – 1/22 @2:30pm 

in the Activity Room 
 

VR Tournament – 1/23 @10am in the Activity 
Room 

 
Veteran Café – 1/27 @2pm in the Activity 

Room 
 

January Birthday Party – 1/29 @2pm in the 
Activity Room 
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Celebrating January 
 

Adopt a Rescued Bird Month 

Mentoring Month 

 International Creativity 
Month 

Universal Letter-Writing Week 
January 12–18 

Buffet Day 
January 2 

Twelfth Night 
January 5 

National Word Nerd Day 
January 9 

Cut Your Energy Costs Day 
January 10 

National Hat Day 
January 15 

Belly Laugh Day 
January 24 

Bubble Wrap  
Appreciation Day 

January 27 

Chinese New Year  
January 29 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kathryn “Kitty” Harnish! 

 

Galloping into Radio History  
 
The call of “Hi-Yo, Silver! 
Away!” first echoed on 
Detroit’s WXYZ radio  
station on January 30, 1933.  
A mysterious masked 
cowboy known as the Lone 
Ranger went on to become 
one of the most famous and 
influential western heroes  
of the 20th century. 

 
WXYZ station owner George Trendle and writer  
Fran Striker co-developed the idea of The Lone 
Ranger, yet neither of them had any experience  
with cowboys or the Wild West. To them, this  
hardly mattered. After seeing the success of the 
movie The Mask of Zorro, they wanted to develop  
an American version of a masked swashbuckler. 
Furthermore, they wanted their hero to set an 
example of good morals and to stand for truth, 
justice, and freedom. The show was an instant 
success and eventually drew an audience of  
20 million faithful listeners three times a week. 
 
The writers did not worry about historical 
accuracy. This was perhaps most evident  
in the character of Tonto, the Lone Ranger’s 
faithful Native American sidekick, who uttered 
simple phrases and groans. During early 
episodes, the Lone Ranger was often stuck 
talking to his horse, Silver. The writers realized 
they needed a second character, so they 
introduced Tonto on February 25, 1933. Like the 
Lone Ranger, Tonto was also a model of justice 
and truth, often providing the brains of the duo. 
 
By the 1950s, The Lone Ranger had moved to film 
and television and starred Clayton Moore as the 
masked hero. The western craze hit full stride, and 
a string of hit shows followed: The Roy Rogers 
Show, The Adventures of Wild Bill Hickok, 
Bonanza, Gunsmoke, Maverick, and Rawhide. 
Some argue that the western declined with the Red 
Scare, the Space Race, and the Cold War. Yet 
others contend that westerns never went out of 
style. The Lone Ranger struck gold in 1933, and 
westerns have been treasured ever since. 
 

 

The Language of Touch  
 
The ingenious system of raised dots that are 
“read” through the fingertips by the blind is  
known as braille and is named for the Frenchman 
Louis Braille. As a student at the National Institute 
for Blind Youth in Paris, Braille loved to read and 
craved a wider variety of books. His mission was 
to create a new alphabet for the blind, and, at age 
15, he developed braille. January 4, World Braille 
Day, celebrates his achievement and his birthday. 
 
Braille based his alphabet on a secret military  
code developed by Captain Charles Barbier de la 
Serre for Napolean’s French army. This code of 
dots, known as écriture nocturne, or “night writing,” 
was a way for soldiers to communicate silently  
and without a light at night. Barbier visited the 
Institute for Blind Youth in Paris to present his 
system. Braille quickly mastered Barbier’s system, 
discovered its flaws, and developed his new 
system. When he presented his improvements to 
Barbier in person, the old army captain was 
incredulous and offended. History, however, has 
proven Braille’s contribution to be as important as 
Gutenberg’s printing press. 
 

Rails of Adventure  
 

On January 17, Cable Car 
Day, cable cars all over the 
world will garner attention. 
Cable cars use cables to pull 
them up or lower them down. 
San Francisco’s iconic cable 
cars are moved by a system 
of cables underneath the 
street. The high-flying cable 

gondolas of Rio de Janeiro carry people to the 
Christ the Redeemer statue atop Mount 
Corcovado. The valley of Gulmarg—the 
Himalayan “meadow of flowers” in India’s 
Jammu and Kashmir regions—boasts the 
second-highest cable car ride at 13,500 feet. 
One of the longest cable car rides is in 
Switzerland’s Alps. The 19-minute journey  
from the village of Grindelwald to Männlichen 
allows visitors to enjoy the rugged Alps without  
a pair of hiking boots! 
 

  

 

 

 

Employee of the Month 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Jose Centeno 
Kitchen 

 
Resident of the Month 
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